
RECEPTION LONG TERM PLAN 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

General Themes All About Me 
Starting school/ 

routines/ new 

beginnings/ new 

class/ people who 

help us/ staying 

healthy/ how have 

I changed?/ my 

family/ what am I 

good at? Being 

kind/ staying safe/ 

birthday 

celebrations  

Wonderous 

Weather 
- Look at the 

seasons/types of 

weather/weather in 

other parts of the 

world/letters to 

Santa  

Space 
What is space?  

Planets/stars/solar 

system/ galaxies 

Come outside 
What do plants 

need to grow?/ 

plant life 

cycles/different 

types of plants/ 

plant vegetables 

and flowers/ 

healthy eating/ 

cooking 

Amazing animals 

Mini beasts/ 

habitats/ life 

cycles/ classifying 

mini beasts 

Safari animals 

Farm animals 

Terrific Tales! 
Features of a 

story/ story 

language/ build 

homes/ make 

porridge/ bake 

gingerbread men 

Key Moments Forest School 

Season Trail 

Halloween 

Harvest 

 

Forest School 

Season Trail 

Christmas 

Guy 

Fawkes/Bonfire 

night 

Diwlai  

Forest School 

Season Trail 

Valentines Day 

Chinese New Year 

Forest School 

Season Trail 

Mother’s Day 

Easter 

World book day 

Forest School 

Season Trail 

Forest School 

Season Trail 

Sports Day 

Father’s Day 

Story Time Kipper’s Birthday 

Funny Bones 

Pumpkin Soup 

Owl Babies 

Stick Man 

The Smartest 

Giant in Town 

We’re going on a 

Leaf Hunt 

Room On the Broom 

One Year with 

Kipper 

Kipper’s Snowy Day 

Non-fiction texts 

Christmas Story/ 

Nativity 

Stick Man 

 

Space information 

books 

Whatever Next! 

Aliens love 

underpants 

Non-fiction texts 

The Jolly postman 

 

 

Life Cycles 

Oliver’s Vegetables 

Jack & The 

Beanstalk 

Jasper’s Beanstalk 

Non-fiction texts 

 

 

Life Cycles - Non-

fiction texts 

Mini Beasts - Non-

fiction texts 

The Very Hungry 

Caterpillar 

Habitats 

Hansel & Gretel 

Goldilocks 

The Three Little 

Pigs 

The Gingerbread 

Man 

Handa’s Surprise 
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Managing self 

Self-regulation 

 

New beginnings 

Class rules and 

routines 

Supporting children 

to build 

relationships 

Dreams and goals 

Getting on and 

falling out 

How to deal with 

anger 

Emotions 

Self-confidence 

Building 

relationships 

 

Good to be me 

Feelings  

Learning about 

qualities and 

differences 

Identify and 

moderate their own 

feelings socially and 

emotionally 

Relationships 

What makes a good 

friend? 

Healthy me  

Random acts of 

kindness 

 

Looking after 

others 

Friendships 

Dreams and goals 

Show resilience and 

perseverance in the 

face of a challenge 

 

Taking part in 

sports day – winning 

and loosing 

Look how far I’ve 

come! 

Highlight positive 

behaviour  

Fine Motor 

 
Daily opportunities 

to develop these 

skills. 

Threading, cutting, 

weaving, playdough. 

Manipulate objects 

with good fine 

motor skills, draw 

lines and circles 

using gross motor 

movements, hold 

pencil/paint brush 

beyond whole hand 

grasp, pencil grip. 

Threading, cutting, 

weaving, playdough. 

Develop muscle 

tone to put pencil 

pressure on paper, 

use tools to effect 

changes to 

materials, show 

preference for a 

dominant hand, 

letter formation. 

Threading, cutting, 

weaving, playdough. 

Begin to form 

letters correctly, 

handle tools, 

objects, 

construction, and 

malleable materials 

with increasing 

control, encourage 

children to draw 

freely, hold small 

items, button 

clothing, cutting 

with scissors. 

Threading, cutting, 

weaving, playdough. 

Hold pencil 

effectively with 

comfortable grip, 

forms recognisable 

letters mostly 

correctly formed. 

Threading, cutting, 

weaving, playdough. 

Develop pencil grip 

and letter 

formation 

continually, use one 

hand consistently 

for fine motor 

tasks, cut along a 

straight line with 

scissors, start to 

cut along a curved 

line, draw a cross. 

Threading, cutting, 

weaving, playdough. 

Form letters 

correctly, copy a 

square, begin to 

draw diagonal lines, 

like a triangle, 

start to colour 

inside the lines of a 

picture, start to 

draw pictures that 

are recognisable, 

build things with 

smaller linking 

blocks, such as 

duplo or lego. 

Gross Motor Cooperation games 

i.e. parachute 

games, climbing – 

outdoor equipment, 

different ways of 

Dance related 

activities, ball skills 

– throwing and 

catching, creates 

play – climbing, 

Gymnastics, balance 

– children moving 

with confidence, 

Provide 

opportunities for 

children to spin, 

rock, tilt, fall, slide 

and bounce. 

Invasion games, 

obstacle activities – 

children moving 

over, under, 

Multi-skills – races, 

team games, sports 

day activities. 
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moving to be 

explored with 

children, Help 

develop good 

personal hygiene. 

Provide regular 

reminders about 

handwashing and 

toileting. 

skipping ropes in 

the outdoor area, 

provide a range of 

wheeled resources 

for children to 

balance, sit or ride 

on, or pull and push.  

Two-wheeled 

balance bikes, 

wheelbarrows, 

prams. 

ball skills – aiming, 

dribbling, pushing, 

throwing & kicking,  

through and around 

equipment.  

English Joining in with 

rhymes and showing 

an interest in 

stories with 

repeated refrains.  

Understand the 

five key concepts 

about print : print 

has meaning, print 

can have different 

purposes, we read 

English text from 

left to right and 

from top to 

bottom, the names 

of the different 

parts of a book.  

Sequencing familiar 

stories through the 

use of pictures to 

tell the story.  

Retelling stories 

related to events 

through acting/ 

role play. Christmas 

letters/lists. 

Sequence stories – 

use vocabulary of 

beginning, middle 

and end.  Blend 

sounds into words, 

so that they can 

read CVC words. 

Enjoys an 

increasing range of 

books. 

Encourage children 

to record stories 

through 

drawing/mark 

making. 

Read simple 

phrases and 

sentences made up 

of words with 

known letter 

sounds and some 

common red words.   

Information 

leaflets about mini 

beasts. 

Re-read books to 

build up their 

confidence in word 

reading, their 

fluency, 

understanding and 

enjoyment.   

Uses vocabulary 

and forms of 

speech that are 

increasingly 

influenced by their 

experiences of 

books. 

 

Retell a story with 

actions and/or 

picture prompts as 

part of a group.  

Use story language 

when acting out a 

narrative.  Rhyming 

words. 

Can explain the 

main events of a 

story, characters 

and setting. 

Listen to stories 

accurately 

anticipating key 

events & respond to 

what they hear 

with relevant 

comments, 

questions and 

reactions. 

Make predictions. 

Beginning to 

understand that a 

non-fiction is full 

of facts and gives 

information and 

fiction is a story.  

They can point to 

front cover, back 

cover, spine, blurb, 

illustration, 



RECEPTION LONG TERM PLAN 

Recognising initial 

sounds. Name 

writing activities. 

Engage in extended 

conversations about 

stories, learning 

new vocabulary. 

illustrator, author 

and title. 

Sort books into 

categories. 

Word reading  Phonics: RWI Set 1 

whole class. 

Reading: initial 

sounds, oral 

blending, CVC 

sounds, reciting 

known stories, 

listening to stories, 

with attention and 

recall. 

Listen to the 

children read aloud. 

Phonics: RWI 

differentiated 

groups. 

Reading: blending 

CVC sounds, 

rhyming, 

alliteration, 

spotting diagraphs 

in words. 

Listen to the 

children read aloud. 

Phonics: RWI 

differentiated 

groups. 

Reading: rhyming 

strings, identifying 

characters and 

settings. 

Listen to the 

children read aloud. 

Phonics: RWI 

differentiated 

groups. 

Reading: story 

structure – 

beginning, middle 

and end.  

Innovating and 

retelling stories to 

an audience. 

Listen to the 

children read aloud. 

Phonics: RWI 

differentiated 

groups. 

Reading: 

distinguishing 

between capital 

letters and 

lowercase letters.  

Reading simple 

sentences. 

Listen to the 

children read aloud. 

Phonics: RWI 

differentiated 

groups. 

Reading: identifying 

common themes in 

traditional tales, 

characters and 

settings.  Reading 

simple sentences 

with fluency. 

Reading CVCC and 

CCVC words 

confidently. 

Listen to the 

children read aloud. 

Maths Counting rhymes 

and songs.  

Matching objects. 

Sorting objects 

into 2/3 groups by 

colour, shape, size.  

Comparing objects.  

Recognise, 

describe, copy and 

extend colour and 

Recognise numbers 

to 5.  Count 

objects.  Subitise.  

Match numbers to 

quantities. One 

more or less than 

numbers to 5. 

Name 2D shapes – 

circle, triangle, 

square and 

Recognise zero and 

the numeral 0 and 

what they mean. 

Comparing numbers 

to 5.  Composition 

of numbers 4 and 5. 

Estimate, compare, 

discuss and explore 

weight, capacity, 

length and height. 

Recognise numbers 

9 and 10.  Count 

forwards and 

backwards.  

Subitise.  Use ten 

frames.   Compare 

numbers to 10. 

Number bonds to 

10. 

Build and identify 

numbers to 20. 

Spatial reasoning – 

completing jigsaws 

and puzzles. 

Addition and 

subtraction using 

tens frames. 

Spatial reasoning- 

make shapes by 

combing and 

separating shapes. 
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size patterns.  Spot 

errors in patterns.  

Recognise numbers 

in the environment. 

 

rectangle and their 

properties. 

Use positional 

language to 

describe where 

objects are 

positioned. 

Days of the week, 

seasons, sequence 

daily events. 

Recognise numbers 

6, 7 and 8.  Count 

objects.  Subitise.  

Match numbers to 

quantities. One 

more or less than 

numbers. 

Matching pairs. 

Explore addition as 

counting on. 

Order and 

sequence events. 

Name 3D shapes – 

cylinder, cuboid, 

cube, sphere, cone 

and pyramid.  

Continue and create 

patterns in a line 

and around the 

edge of shapes. 

Understanding 

The World 

RE /Festivals 

Identifying their 

family.  Talk about 

their family and 

places they have 

visited. Can draw on 

similarities and 

make comparisons 

between other 

families.  Name and 

describe people 

who are familiar to 

them.  Talk about 

members of their 

immediate family 

and community. 

Navigating around 

our classroom and 

outdoor areas. 

Introduce children 

to different 

Talk about things 

they have done 

with their families 

during Christmas in 

the past.  Show 

photographs of how 

Christmas used to 

be celebrated in 

the past.   

Nocturnal animals. 

Introduce children 

to a range of 

fictional characters 

and creatures from 

stories and to begin 

to differentiate 

these characters 

from real people in 

their lives. 

Listening to stories 

and placing events 

in chronological 

order. 

Use world maps to 

show children 

where some stories 

are based.  Use the 

Jolly Postman to 

draw information 

from a map and 

begin to 

understand why 

maps are so 

important to 

postmen. 

Introduce the 

children to NASA 

and America. 

Listen to children 

describing and 

commenting on 

things they have 

seen whilst outside, 

including plants and 

animals.  

After close 

observation, draw 

pictures of the 

natural world, 

including animals 

and plants. 

Explore the world 

around us and see 

how it changes as 

we enter Summer.   

Draw the children’s 

attention to the 

immediate 

Listen to children 

describing and 

commenting on 

things they have 

seen whilst outside, 

including plants and 

animals.  

animals.  

After close 

observation, draw 

pictures of the 

natural world, 

including animals 

and plants. 

Changes in living 

things – animals. 

Build a bug hotel. 

Use bee-bots on 

simple maps.  

Encourage the 

Share different 

cultures version of 

s of famous fairy 

tales. 

Use Handa’s 

Surprise to explore 

a different 

country. 

Materials: floating 

and sinking, 

metallic and non-

metallic objects.  

Encourage 

interactions with 

the outdoors to 

foster curiosity 

and give children 

freedom to touch, 

smell and hear the 

natural world 
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occupations and 

how they use 

transport to help 

them in their jobs. 

Encourage 

interactions with 

the outdoors to 

foster curiosity 

and give children 

freedom to touch, 

smell and hear the 

natural world 

around them during 

hands on 

experiences. 

Stranger danger.  

Talking about 

occupations and 

how to identify 

strangers that can 

help them when 

they are in need. 

Make comments on 

the weather. 

Changes in living 

things – leaves, 

weather, seasons. 

Encourage 

interactions with 

the outdoors to 

foster curiosity 

and give children 

freedom to touch, 

smell and hear the 

natural world 

around them during 

hands on 

experiences. 

Introduce the 

children to 

significant figures 

who have been to 

space and begin to 

understand that 

these events 

happened before 

they were born. 

Encourage 

interactions with 

the outdoors to 

foster curiosity 

and give children 

freedom to touch, 

smell and hear the 

natural world 

around them during 

hands on 

experiences. 

 

environment, 

introducing and 

modelling new 

vocabulary. 

Encourage 

interactions with 

the outdoors to 

foster curiosity 

and give children 

freedom to touch, 

smell and hear the 

natural world 

around them during 

hands on 

experiences. 

children to use 

navigational 

language. 

Encourage 

interactions with 

the outdoors to 

foster curiosity 

and give children 

freedom to touch, 

smell and hear the 

natural world 

around them during 

hands on 

experiences. 

around them during 

hands on 

experiences. 

Expressive Art 

& Design 

Join in with songs; 

beginning to mix 

colours, join in with 

role play games and 

use resources 

available for props; 

build models using 

construction 

equipment. 

Listen to music and 

make their own 

dances in response. 

Firework pictures, 

Christmas 

decorations, 

Christmas cards, 

Christmas songs. 

Design and make 

rockets.   

Creating out of 

space pictures. 

Children will be 

encouraged to 

select tools and 

techniques they 

need to assemble 

Make different 

textures; make 

patterns using 

different colours. 

Children will 

explore ways to 

protect the growing 

of plants by 

Provide a range of 

materials for 

children to 

construct with. 

Colour mixing. 

Use watercolours 

to paint. 

Listen, move to and 

talk about music, 

Use different 

textures and 

materials to make 

houses for The 

Three Little Pigs 

and bridges for 

The three Billy 

Goats. 
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Sing call and 

response songs, so 

that children can 

echo phrases of 

songs you sing. 

Self-portraits. 

Explore sounds and 

how they can be 

changed, tapping 

out simple rhythms. 

Provide 

opportunities to 

work together to 

develop and realise 

creative ideas. 

Role play – Santa’s 

Grotto. 

Children will 

explore ways to 

protect the growing 

of plants by 

designing 

scarecrows. 

 

materials that they 

are using. 

Junk modelling. 

Make lanterns, 

Chinese writing, 

puppet making. 

Chinese music and 

composition. 

Teach children 

different 

techniques for 

joining materials. 

designing 

scarecrows. 

Easter crafts. 

Mother’s Day 

crafts. 

Provide a range of 

props for play 

which encourage 

imagination. 

Explore and engage 

in music making and 

dance, performing 

solo or in groups. 

expressing their 

feelings and 

responses. 

 

Father’s Day 

crafts. 

Watch and talk 

about dance and 

performance art, 

expressing their 

feelings. 
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