
NURSERY LONG TERM PLAN 
 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

General Themes 

& The big 

question 

Colour 

What is colour? 

Can we name 

colours? Explore 

the colours in our 

natural and 

manmade world, 

Colour matching, 

colour mixing.  

Winter 
What happens in 

Winter?  

Talk about light 

and dark and the 

night sky. 

What happens to 

the weather?  

Christmas, ice and 

snow.   

We love animals! 
What can we find out 

about animals?  

Learn about different 

groups of animals eg, 

dinosaurs and 

prehistoric, woodland, 

farm animals, jungle, 

pets, birds, sealife  

In the Garden 
What happens in 

our gardens?  

Seasons, weather 

and growing, 

creatures in our 

gardens, the things 

we do in our 

gardens,  

 

Brilliant 

Builders 
What do we know 

about buildings?  

Buildings around us, 

Jobs and vehicles,  

Buildings in 

traditional tales, 

Shapes, Pattern, 

Building design, My 

house.  

 

We are Nursery 

superheros!  
Do all superheros 

wear capes?  

People who help us, 

the superheros in 

our lives, Growing 

and changing, we 

are all superheros 

Key Moments Forest School 

Autumn 

Leaf Hunt 

Pumpkin 

investigations and 

Halloween 

Harvest 

 

 

Forest School 

Winter 

Guy 

Fawkes/Bonfire 

night 

Let’s find out 

about Christmas 

and Diwali! 

 

Forest School 

Valentines Day 

Chinese New Year 

First Signs of Spring  

Forest School 

Let’s find out about 

the Easter Story 

Mother’s Day 

World book day 

 

Forest School 

Warmer weather 

and Summer 

Father’s Day 

 

Forest School 

Sports Day 

Growing up and 

moving on 

Transition to 

Reception 

Raksha Bandhan 

Story Time The Rainbow Fish 

Brown Bear 

Brown Bear  

Colours by Roald 

Dahl  

The Light in the 

Night 

One Winter’s 

Night 

The Snowman  

Mad about dinosaurs  

Commotion in the 

Ocean 

A Squash and a 

Squeeze 

The Great Pet Sale 

The Tiny Seed  

Mad about 

Minibeasts 

Titch 

The enormous 

potato 

3 Little pigs 

3 Little wolves and 

the big bad pig 

The House that 

Jack Built 

The building boy 

Supertato Stories  

Superworm 

Beegu 

The Growing Story  



We’re going on a 

Leaf Hunt 

Pumpkin Pumpkin  

The Birth of 

Jesus 

 

 

 

Rumble in the Jungle 

Stories about Jesus 

 

 

Managing self 

Self-regulation 

 

Staying calm, 

Leaving parents 

Making friends 

Ourselves 

Playing  

Gaining 

independence 

Taking Turns 

Expressing 

interests 

Our surroundings 

Emotions 

Friendships 

Sharing resources 

Following rules 

Talking to others 

Playing with others 

Remembering rules 

Asking for help 

 

Pretend play 

Helping others 

Expressing 

thoughts and 

feelings. 

Staying calm 

Being responsible 

Our community 

Being responsible 

Finding solutions to 

conflicts 

Different points of 

view 

 

Talking about and 

naming feelings.  

Feelings of others 

Preparing for 

change 

Fine Motor 

 
Daily opportunities 

to develop these 

skills. 

Threading, 

Playdough,  

Pouring,  

Tearing,  

Make marks,  

Inset puzzles, 

Finger and hand 

print painting,  

Zips and buttons, 

Pouring,  

Snipping,  

Hole punching,  

Mark making, 

Printing sponges, 

Squirting bottles, 

Hammering 

Zips and buttons,  

Tweezers,  

Snips with scissors, 

Holding a pencil, 

Lines and circles 

Paint brushes,  

Cotton bud painting, 

Twisting eg. large nuts 

and bolts,  

Zips and buttons,  

Using a pencil with 

a comfortable grip, 

Drawing patterns, 

Lego,  

Tweezers,  

Scissor control,  

Twisting eg. Bottle 

tops jam jars,   

Cutlery 

Zips and buttons, 

Using a pencil with 

control,  

Name writing,  

Knife and fork, 

 

Zip and buttons 

using a pencil with 

good control,  

Name writing, 

letter writing,  

Knife and fork  

Gross Motor Running, walking, 

climbing, jumping, 

kicking, waving, 

scooping,  

 

Action songs and 

games and 

outdoor play 

Skip,  

Flags and 

streamers, 

Sweeping and 

wheelbarrows, 

Putting on and 

taking off 

waterproofs,  

Balancing,  

Throwing and 

catching,   

Putting on and taking 

off waterproofs, 

Painting on vertical 

services,  

Riding trikes,  

Moving blocks and 

planks to build and 

construct,  

Riding trikes,  

Spin and roll on 

ropes and swings, 

Flags and 

Streamers 

Hammer pegs, 

Riding bikes,  

Make judgements 

and choices about 

movements eg. 

crossing a plank, 

climbing frame.  

Choosing the 

correct tools for a 

task  

Remember patterns 

of movement 

Make up games 

involving movement 

 



 

 

 

 Moving in small spaces  

 

English Enjoy songs, 

rhymes and 

stories. Talk 

about the 

pictures and pick 

out familiar 

phrases. Enjoy 

books together 

(storytime and 

over and over 

stories) and hunt 

them out. Enjoy 

drawing freely.  

Say some words in 

songs and rhymes.  

Copy rhythm and 

tunes.  

Copy finger 

movements in 

songs.  

Use props to tell 

stories, enjoy our 

favourite books 

and seek them out 

to share with an 

adult.  

Sing songs and rhymes 

with help.  

Enjoy sharing stories 

with an adult and join 

in with familiar words 

and phrases.  

Begin to notice print  

Understand the 

different parts of a 

book.  

Role play parts of a 

story./  

 

Sing songs with 

prompting  

Enjoy sharing 

stories with friends 

reciting familiar 

words and phrases. 

Pay attention to 

the pictures and 

words in books.  

Clap syllables.   

 

Sing songs 

independently  

Spot rhymes.  

Identifying initial 

sounds. 

Identifying print.  

Add meaning to 

marks  

 

Sing songs in play.  

Talk about stories 

and new words.  

Ask questions and 

make comments 

about stories.  

Spot and suggest 

rhymes.  

Clap count syllables 

Initial sounds 

Segmenting and 

blending.  

 

Word reading  Phonics 

preparation:  

Sing rhymes, clap 

count the 

syllables, 

repeated words 

and phrases, over 

and over stories, 

story time.  

 

Phonics 

preparation:  

Sing rhymes, clap 

count, repeating 

words and 

phrases, over and 

over stories, story 

time.  

Phonics RWI: 

Sing rhymes, clap 

patterns and rhythms, 

Phonics games, 

Identifying initial 

sounds, blending – 

FRED talk.  

Phonics RWI:  

Sing rhymes, clap 

patterns and 

rhythms, 

Phonics games, 

Identifying initial 

sounds.  Blending – 

FRED talk.  

Phonics RWI:  

Sing rhymes, clap 

patterns and 

rhythms, 

Phonics games, 

Identifying initial 

sounds.  Blending – 

FRED talk, sound 

picture cards.  

Phonics RWI: 

Phonics games, 

Identifying initial 

sounds.  Blending – 

FRED talk, sound 

picture cards, 

naming sounds, 

sounds in the 

environment, CVC 

word blending,  

Maths 

 
All mathematical 

skills are 

progressive – 

Say one number 

for each item to 

5, 

Compare 

quantities using 

language ‘more 

Recite numbers 

past 5,  

Understand 

position,  

Describing a 

route, discuss 

Fast recognition of 3 

objects, understanding 

that the last number 

reached is the total, 

finger numbers to 5, 

linking numerals to 

Show the right 

numeral to match 

an object, 

Use informal and 

mathematical 

language to 

Solve real maths 

problems with 

numbers to 5, 

describe and 

discuss and 

describe routes, 

Match numeral to 

quantity  

Extend and create 

ABAB patterns,  

Make comparisons 

between objects 



repetition of 

previously taught 

skills will take place 

frequently.     

than’ and ‘fewer 

than’, name and 

describe 2 and 3 

D shapes using 

informal language. 

 

routes, talk about 

and identify 

patterns, make 

comparisons 

between objects 

relating to size, 

length, weight and 

capacity.  

amounts, symbols and 

marks.  

describe shapes, 

select and use 

shapes 

appropriately for a 

building or picture, 

combine shapes to 

make new ones,  

patterns including 

ABAB patterns, 

sequencing events 

eg. First, next etc.  

using mathematical 

language.  

Understanding 

The World 

RE /Festivals 

Talk about myself 

eg. Hair colour, 

family etc.  

Describe the 

world around me 

eg red cup, little 

sink, wooden 

block, wet mud 

etc. Describe the 

changes in 

Autumn 

Listen to others 

talk about their 

families and what 

they do eg. Show 

and tell, circle 

time, Christmas/ 

Winter traditions, 

Describe the 

weather, forces,  

use senses to 

describe.  

Notice similarities and 

differences between 

people and their 

families, respecting 

and caring for animals 

and the natural 

environment, talk 

about what you see as 

we enter Spring,  

Compare and talk 

about features of 

your family and life 

story with a friend. 

Talk about Easter,  

Plant seeds and 

understand life 

cycles, respecting 

and caring for the 

natural 

environment, Use a 

wide vocabulary to 

make observations.  

Occupations 

How things work 

Being kind to 

everyone  

Know that there 

are different 

countries in the 

world, buildings 

around the world, 

make observations 

of the world as we 

move into Summer,  

Observe seasonal 

changes, look out 

for minibeast, 

Christian Baptism,  

Show positive 

attitudes for 

people who are 

different, talk 

about the 

differences 

between people, 

Understand the 

changes that are 

happening as we 

move into 

Reception.  



Expressive Art 

& Design 

Respond to music 

and dance. Join in 

with songs and 

well known 

rhymes, explore 

paint using hands 

and fingers, , 

Start to develop 

pretend play in 

the role play 

areas, explore 

different 

materials inside 

and outside the 

setting, make 

simple models 

using playdough, 

Autumn picture 

using glue sticks.  

Use a range of 

sound makers, Use 

printing to make 

firework pictures, 

explore paint 

through prining, 

Performing songs, 

move and dance to 

music, Role play 

santa’s work shop,  

Design and make 

animal masks by 

selecting resources 

using scissors and glue 

sticks, explore paint 

through brushes and 

other tools,  

Draw shapes and lines  

and begin to draw 

faces.  

Mix paints and talk 

about what you see, 

create stories using 

small world animals,  

Role play pet shop – 

children to create 

resources.  

 

 

Make marks 

intentionally. Use 

shapes to draw a 

flower, Use 

imagination to 

create a picture 

using resources of 

your choice, 

remember and sing 

entire songs, role 

play garden centre,  

Join materials to 

build and construct, 

create shapes,talk 

about ideas and 

choose which 

materials to use, 

use drawings to 

design buildings and 

structures, use 

different materials 

to mix colours such 

as cellophane, paint, 

water colours, food 

colouring. Role play 

castle. Wooden 

bird boxes 

Draw a picture 

showing how you 

feel. Make up 

stories using small 

world people, talk 

about the people 

and how they feel. 

Use instruments 

with control to 

express feelings 

and ideas, water 

colour minibeast.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


