
 

Art And Design Vocabulary Progression Plan 

EARLY YEARS 

 
 

 

Within Early Years, children are developing the ability to become imaginative and creative artists.  They will be exposed to a range of opportunities and 
art language through play-based learning. 

Drawing 
and 
Sketching 

 

YEAR 1 
Spirals 

YEAR 2 
Explore and Draw 

YEAR 3 
Gestural Drawing 

with Charcoal 

YEAR 4 
Storytelling through 

drawing 

YEAR 5 
Typography and 
Maps 

YEAR 6 
2D Drawing the 3D 

Making 

Spiral, Movement, 
Pressure, Motion, 
Line, Continuous 
Line, Small, Slow, 
Larger, Faster, 
Careful, Hand, Wrist, 
Elbow, Shoulder 
Graphite, Chalk, Pen, 
Drawing Surface 
(Paper, Ground), Oil 
Pastel, Dark, Light, 
Blending, Mark 
Making, Colour, 
Pattern, Sketchbook, 
Pages, Elastic Band, 
Measure, Size, 
Cover, “Spaces and 
Places”, Observation, 
Careful Looking, 
Object, Drawing, 
(Water Soluble), 
Colour,  Reflect, 
Discuss, Share, 
Think 

Explore, Collect, ReSee, 
Imagine, Curious, Present, 
Re-present, arrange, 
composition Photograph, 
Focus, Light, Shade, 
Observational Drawing, Close 
study, Draw slowly, Intention,  
Pressure, Line, Mark, Page, 
Sense of Touch, Mark making, 
Line, Tone, Shape, Reflect, 
Present, Share, Discuss, 
Feedback 

Charcoal, gestural, 
loose, expressive, 
sweeping, fast/slow, 
gentle, energetic, 
chiaroscuro, tone, 
tonal values, 
dark/light, midtone, 
squint, positive, 
negative, shapes, 
silhouette, shadow, 
atmosphere. 

Illustration, Inspiration, 
Interpretation, Original 
Source, Respond, 
Response, Graphic 
Novel, Illustrator, 
Poetry, Prose, Stage, 
Arrange, Line, Quality 
of line, Line Weight, 
Mark Making, 
Medium, Graphite, 
Ink, Pen, Quill, Brush, 
Watercolour, Water-
soluble, Composition, 
Sequencing. 

Typography; Map; 
Font;  Legible; Visual 
elements; Emotions; 
2D; 3D; Collage; 
Symbols; Imagery; 
Feedback; Crit;  
Similarities; 
Differences 

2D Drawing; 3D 
Object; Negative 
space; Grid method; 
Scaling up; Collage; 
Structure; Balance 



Surface 
and 
Colour 

YEAR 1 
Inspired by Flora and 

Fauna 

YEAR 2 
Exploring the world through 

Monoprint 

YEAR 3 
Cloth, thread and 

paint 

YEAR 4 
Exploring Still Life 

YEAR 5 
Mixed media Land 

and Cityscapes 

YEAR 6 
Activism 

 

Flora, Fauna, Line, 
Shape, Colour, 
tones, hues, tints, 
Observe, Graphite, 
Handwriting Pen, Oil 
Pastel, Graphite, 
Handwriting Pen,  
Present, Reflect, 
Share, 
Discuss  Collage, 
Painted paper, cut, 
tear, arrange, play, 
composition, 
elements, 
Minibeast/Insect, 
Author, Illustrator  

Close Looking, Pausing, 
Seeing & Understanding, 
Listening, Reacting, Thinking, 
Considering Mark Making, 
Pressure, Line, Speed, Fast, 
Slow, Experiment, Explore, 
Represent, Impression, Try, 
Focus, Slow, Careful, 
Considered, Life size, Scale, 
e, Narrative, Story, 
Imagination, Invent, Discover 
Shape, Form, Light, Dark, 
Shadow, Ground, Present, 
Reflect, Discuss, Share, 
Feedback 

Mixed media, cloth, 
fabric, calico, acrylic 
paint, thread, 
stitches, needle, 
test, experiment, 
reflect, background, 
foreground, detail, 
gesture, impasto, 
dilute, colour mixing, 
loose, tight, tension, 
knot, length, 
repeated, pattern, 
rhythm, dot, dash. 

Still Life, Genre, 
Traditional, 
Contemporary,  
Objects, 
Arrangements, 
Composition, 
Viewfinder, Lighting, 
Background, 
Foreground, Light, 
Dark, Tone, Shadow, 
Colour, Hue, Tint, 
Elements, Pattern, 
Texture, Colour, 
Relationship, Mark 
Making, Appearance, 
2D, 3D 

Landscape; 
Cityscape; Media; 
Mixed Media; 
Compare; Contrast; 
Size; Ratio; 
Watercolour; 
Exploration; 
Experimentation; 
Reflect 

Activism; Voice; 
Message; 
Community;  Poster; 
Zine; Screen printing; 
Present; Share; 
Reflect; Respond; 
Articulate; Feedback; 
Crit;  Similarities; 
Differences 

Working in 
3D  

YEAR 1 
Making Birds 

YEAR 2 
Be an Architect 

YEAR 3 
Making Animated 

Drawings 

YEAR 4 
The Art of Display 

YEAR 5 
Set Design 

YEAR 6 
Take a Seat 

Sculpture, Sculptor, 
Three Dimensions, 

Respond Response, 
Design Through 
Making, Playful 

Making, Explore, 
Construction, 

Materials, Invent, 
Imagine, Tools, 

Construct, Structure, 
Balance, Reflect, 
Share, Discuss 

Architect, Architecture, 
Designer, Maker 

 Model, Scale, Response, 
Imagination, experience. 

Three Dimensional, Form, 
Structure, Wall, Floor, 
Window, Door, Roof, 

Relationship with Area, 
Community. Response, React, 

Colour, Form, Shape, Line, 
Pattern. Model Making, 

Design through Making, Form, 
Structure, Balance, 

Experience, Construct, 
Construction, Tool, Element  

  

Animate, animation, 
animator, 
character, 

movement, pose, 
action, gesture, 

intention, 
background, 

foreground, tools, 
scissors, paper 
fastener, tape, 

stick. 

Plinth, Context, 
Display, Presentation, 
Intention, Viewpoint, 

Status, Meaning, 
Artwork, Art, object, 
Figurative, Clay, 3d 
Sketches, Empathy, 
Position, Character, 
Collect, Re-See, Re-
Imagine, Re-Present, 
Environment, Context, 

Gallery, Scale, 
Perspective, Meaning, 

Curating/Curator, 
Exhibition, 

Performance. 

Animate; Animator; 
Animation; Set; Crit; 

Lighting; Angle; 
Composition; Focus, 
Developmental Stage 

Chair Design; 
Designer; 3D Doodle; 

Design through 
Making; Craftsperson; 

Maker; Expression;  
Personality; 

Character; Materials; 
Form; Function, 
Present; Share; 

Reflect; Respond; 
Articulate; Feedback;  

Crit; Similarities; 
Differences 

 


